
●Places associated with Umeya Shokichi

Shokichi (center) and members of the 
Revolutionary Army in Manila*

Awareness of being Asian
In 1882, at the age of 14, Umeya Shokichi traveled to Shanghai, where he 
saw how Westerners acted as if they owned the country, backed by the 
force of arms. After that, starting in Shanghai, he moved from place to 
place in East Asia, as if he were searching for a purpose. The sense of 
crisis and awareness he felt as an Asian at this time became the driving 
force behind his bond with Sun Yat-sen and his activities in support of 
the nationalists.

Photo studio business
As a boy, Shokichi posed for the camera. Being a curious boy, he must 
have taken some interest in photography. Above all, Nagasaki was 
home to the famous Ueno Hikomaʼs photo studio. It is said that 
Shokichi learned photography in Singapore and opened a photo 
studio, but he was not able to get the business off the ground at first.  
However, Umeya Photo Studio, which he opened in Hong Kong, was a 
success, partly because it introduced new services such as on-site 
photography.

Fateful encounter
In 1895, Shokichi was introduced to Sun Yat-sen by Sir James Cantlie, a 
British physician, at a charity party in Hong Kong. A few days later, Sun 
visited Umeya Photo Studio. There they had a lively discussion and 
Shokichi made a pledge: “You raise your army, and I will raise my money 
to support you.” It was a fateful encounter between Sun Yat-sen and 
Umeya Shokichi, who had the passion to open up the future.

トクと庄吉(※)

トクとの出会い

1894年(明治27) アジア各国を転々としていた庄吉は、久しぶりに長
崎に戻りました。自分の家の敷居をまたいだものの、見知らぬ女性か
ら「あんた誰ですか」と聞かれる始末。「この家の息子バイ」と憤慨
する庄吉でした。この女性こそ、出奔(しゅっぱん)した庄吉に代わっ
て、両親が梅屋家の存続のために壱岐島可須村(現在の壱岐市勝本町)
の士族香椎家から養女に迎えられたトクでした。

病床の父の願い

既に老いて病に臥していた養父吉五郎は、久しぶりに姿を見せた庄吉
とトクを枕元に呼び、「お前たちが結婚するのを見届けてあの世に行
きたい」と祈るように言い聞かせます。庄吉とトクはこの願いを聞き
入れ祝言をあげます。吉五郎は、その言葉どおりに二人の結婚後、安
心したように息を引き取りました。

9年もの別居生活

祝言をあげた二人でしたが、庄吉はすぐに香港に戻ってしまいます。
残されたトクは、養母ノブが他界するまで長崎で梅屋商店を切り盛り

From Nagasaki to Asia

トクとの結婚

します。ようやく庄吉と香港で同居するのは、結婚してから実に9年
後のことでした。

Photographic materials marked with * have been provided by Ms. Kosaka Ayano.
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